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DEPARTMENT OF SERICULTURE 

 Traditionally, Tamil Nadu occupies a pride of place among the silk 

producing States of the country; thanks to the artistically designed colourful 

and attractive silk handloom fabrics of Kanchipuram, Kumbakonam, Arni, 

Rasipuram and other places. Providing encouragement to village and small 

industries in the rural areas with a view to generate additional employment 

opportunities for the weaker sections of the society is one of the major 

policies of the State Government. In keeping with this policy, the 

Government continues to lay emphasis on the growth and development of 

sericulture as an agro-based labour intensive rural industry, with a high 

potential for providing large scale employment to the rural labour force, in 

both on-farm and non-farm sectors. 

 

1.1 As an agro based rural industry requiring rather comparatively low 

capital investment and a short gestation period, sericulture is ideally suited 

for small and marginal farmers particularly in view of the frequency of 

income accrual and large scale employment of rural women.  

 

1.2 Immediately after State reorganization on linguistic basis in 1956, 

Sericulture, which was practiced in limited pockets in Talavadi and Hosur, 

 
 

spread inland due to development of improved silkworm cross breeds and 

resultant higher cocoon yield. Encouraged by the impact of “Intensive 

Sericulture Development Programme” and its potential to generate 

employment and periodic returns to the farming community, the Tamil 

Nadu Government formed a separate Department of Sericulture with 

Headquarters at Salem with effect from April 1979. 

1.3 India is the second largest producer of raw silk and the highest 

consumer of raw silk fabrics in the world. China stands first and accounts for 

about 82 % of the world’s raw silk production. India produces about 14.6 % 

of world’s raw silk production. Currently, the demand of raw silk in India is 

about 29,000 Metric Tons, of which 20,000 Metric Tons is produced in the 

country and the rest of 9,000 Metric Tons being imported mainly from 

China. The demand of raw silk in Tamil Nadu is about 3,000 Metric Tons, of 

which 1,400 Metric Tons is produced in the State and the rest is mostly 

obtained from neighbouring Karnataka State and from China. It is therefore 

essential to encourage Sericulture industry in Tamil Nadu. 

1.4   In India, there are 4 types of silk namely Mulberry, Tasar, Eri and 

Muga which have different host plants.  



 
 

 In Tamil Nadu, Mulberry sericulture is mainly practiced in 

Krishnagiri, Dharmapuri, Salem, Erode, Coimbatore, Tiruppur, Vellore, 

Namakkal, Dindigul, Tirunelveli & Theni and also taken up in 

Tiruvannamalai, Villuppuram, Cuddalore, Tiruchirapalli, Thanjavur, 

Pudukottai, The Nilgiris, Virudhunagar and Kanyakumari districts. 

1.5 The Department of Sericulture promotes Mulberry cultivation, 

silkworm rearing, Marketing of cocoons, silk reeling, twisting and up-

gradation of looms. The following activities are undertaken for the 

development of Sericulture:- 

(i)  Encouraging the farmers to raise high yielding mulberry 

varieties. 

(ii) Imparting training to mulberry cultivation, silkworm egg 

production, silkworm rearing, silk reeling and Computer 

Aided Textile Designing. 

(iii) Ensuring the supply of quality, disease free silkworm 

seeds.  

(iv) Transfer of technology for increased cocoon 

productivity. 

(v) Providing assistance for mulberry cultivation, 

establishment of chawkie (young silkworm) rearing 

centres, installation of drip irrigation, silkworm rearing 

equipments and for the construction of separate 

rearing houses. 

(vi)  Providing assistance to establish silk reeling and 

twisting units in the private / Co-operative sector. 

 
 

(vii) Providing marketing facilities for cocoons and silk yarn. 

(viii) Implementation of health insurance scheme for women 

sericulturists and workers. 

(ix) Implementation of crop insurance scheme for 

sericulture farmers. 

(x) Providing assistance for the upgradation of looms to 

reduce drudgery and increase productivity of the 

weavers. 

1.6 The Directorate of Sericulture formulates and monitors 

schemes towards development of Sericulture in the State of 

Tamil Nadu. Schemes are implemented through 5 Regional 

Officers at Erode, Dharmapuri, Vellore, Trichy and Madurai 

assisted by 19 Assistant Directors. One Deputy Director at 

Hosur is in-charge of silkworm seed co-ordination activity for 

the State with 5 Assistant Directors. 105 Technical Service 

Centres are functioning in the State. Technical Service Centre 

is headed by an Inspector of Sericulture or Assistant Inspector 

of Sericulture. Each Technical Service Centre is further 

divided into 3 to 5 sub-ranges staffed by Junior Inspectors of 

Sericulture.  

 

 

 
 



 
 

COCOONS & MOTHS 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Location of the Assistant Director of Sericulture 
 

Sl. 

No. 

Name of 

the Region 

Sl. 

No. 

Location of the 

Assistant 

Director 

No. of Technical 

Service Centres 

1 Hosur 7 

2 Denkanikottai 6 

3 Krishnagiri 4 

4 Dharmapuri 4 

1 Dharmapuri 

5 Pennagaram 6 

6 Salem 7 

7 Coimbatore 4 

8 Udumalpet 5 

9 Erode 7 

10 Talavady 3 

2 Erode 

11 Coonoor 1 

12 Vaniyambadi 8 

13 Tiruvannamalai 6 

3 Vellore 

14 Villupuram 4 

15 Trichy 8 4 Trichy 

16 Namakkal 7 

17 Dindigul 6 

18 Theni 5 

5 Madurai 

19 Tenkasi 7 

   Total 105 

 



 
 

 In order to implement the various sericultural 

development schemes in the state, 1491 staff has been 

sanctioned by the Government.  

 
Staff pattern 
�

�

Sl. 
No. 

Name of the Post 
Sanctioned 

Staff 

1 Director  1 

2 Joint Director 4 

3 Deputy Director 9 

4 Assistant Director 27 

5 Inspector of Sericulture 67 

6 Assistant Inspector of Sericulture 179 

7 Junior Inspector of Sericulture 856 

8 Others 348 

 Total 1491 

 

2. FORWARD AND BACKWARD LINKAGES: 

 

 In order to promote development of sericulture in the 

State, the following infrastructures are available. 

 
 

 

(a) Basic silkworm seed production: 

 The production of commercial silkworm seeds (eggs) 

for supply to the farmers is effected from out of the parental 

quality seed material by following three different stages of 

multiplication known as the P3 (Parental 3), P2 & P1 stages, 

denoting the three successive generation of seed production. 

They are separately reared in isolated Government farms, 

identified for this purpose.  



 
 

  The department has established 19 seed farms for the 

preparation and maintenance of different races of local and 

bivoltine silkworms.  

Seed Farms : 
 

Sl. 
No. 

District 
Assistant 
Director 

Name of the Seed 
Farm 

1 Krishnagiri Avalapalli Berigai P3  

2   Avalapalli P3  

3   Hosur P2  

4  Kalkondapalli Kalkondapalli P3  

5   Thally P3  

6  Uddanapalli Uddanapalli P2  

7   Ulimangalam P2  

8   Melagiri P1  

9  Kolatty Kolatty P1  

10 Salem Salem Yercaud P2  

11 Erode Talavady Hassanur P2  

12  Madhahally Madhahally P1  

13 Thiruvannamalai Thiruvannamalai Athanavoor P1  

14 Namakkal Namakkal Kolli Hills P1  

15 Theni Theni Myladumparai P2  

16 Tirunelveli Tenkasi Shencottah P1 

17 The Nilgiris Coonoor Coonoor P3  

18   Masinagudi P2  

19   Masakkal P2 

 

 

  

 
 

(b) Grainages:  

 The silkworm eggs required for the State are produced 

in 11 Government grainages, 3 Central Government owned 

National Silkworm Seed Organisation (NSSO) grainages and 

6 private grainages. The Government grainages at 

Coimbatore, Talavadi, Hosur and Krishnagiri are producing 

Bivoltine silkworm eggs.  

Grainages  
 
�

Sl.  
No 

District 
Assistant 
Director 

Name of the  
Grainage 

1 Krishnagiri 
Hosur 
(Grainage) 

Hosur Govt. 

2  
Krishnagiri 
(Grainage) 

Krishnagiri 
Govt. 

3   Hosur NSSO 

4 
  Kaveripattinam  

(Sri Velmurugan) 
Pvt 

5   
Krishnagiri  
(Poornima) 

Pvt 

6   Krishnagiri (RSDC) Pvt 

7 Dharmapuri Dharmapuri Sogathur Govt. 

8  Pennagaram Pennagaram Govt. 

9   Dharmapuri NSSO 

10   
Dharmapuri  
(Sri Chakra) 

 
Pvt 

11  Pennagaram 
Palacode  
(Amman) 

Pvt 

12 Coimbatore Coimbatore Coimbatore Govt. 

13 Erode Erode Erode Govt. 

14 Erode Talavady Talavady Govt. 

15 Vellore Vaniyambadi Vaniyambadi Govt. 

16   Tirupattur NSSO 

17   
Alangayam  
(Sri Vinayaka) 

Pvt 

18 Trichy Trichy Trichy Govt. 

19 Dindigul Dindigul Dindigul Govt. 

20 Tirunelveli Tenkasi Courtallam Govt. 



 
 

(c) Chawkie Rearing Centres (CRC) : 

 

 There are 22 Chawkie (Young worms) Rearing Centres 

under private sector and 4 Chawkie Silk Farms under 

Government sector functioning in the State. In view of the 

increasing demand for the chawkie worms, apart from these 

chawkie rearing centres, on trial basis 10 Micro Chawkie 

Rearing Centres under National Agricultural Development 

Programme (NADP) assistance in private sector and 12 

numbers of Government silk farms have been additionally 

tasked with rearing chawkie worms to supply to farmers from 

2011 onwards. In these centres, hygiene, temperature and 

relative humidity are maintained at the optimum level and the 

worms are reared uniformly upto seven days and supplied to 

the farmers. This ensures assured and increased cocoon 

production and increased revenue at the farmer’s level.  

Chawkie Rearing Centres :�

Sl. 
No. 

District 
Assistant 
Director 

Name of the Chawkie Rearing 
Centre 

1 Krishnagiri Hosur Hosur (Suguna) Pvt 

2   Mudukurukki (Sri 
Baireswaraswamy) 

Pvt 

3 Dharmapuri Pennagaram Papparapatti Govt. 

4  Dharmapuri Dharmapuri Micro 

5   Pappireddipatty Micro 

6 Salem Salem Salem 
(Kandhaswamy) 

Pvt 

7   Kannantheri (Dinesh 
Babu) 

Pvt 

8   Salem Micro 

9   Edappady Micro 

 
 

 
SILK MOTH – EGG LAYING 

 

 
 

CHAWKIE (YOUNG) SILK WORM REARING 
 

 



 
 

 

Sl. 
No. 

District 
Assistant 
Director 

Name of the Chawkie Rearing 
Centre 

10 Coimbatore Coimbatore Coimbatore Micro 

11  Udumalpet Pollachi Micro 

12 Erode Erode Thagarapatti 
(Nachiyar) 

Pvt 

13   Polavakalipalayam 
(PV) 

Pvt 

14   SavakattuPalayam 
(Elango Seri Farm) 

Pvt 

15   Thanneerpandalpudur 
(Sanjay) 

Pvt 

16   Athani (Sekar Seri 
Farm) 

Pvt 

17   Koothadipalayam 
(Mohan) 

Pvt 

18   PK Valasu 
(Srikumaran) 

Pvt 

19  Talavady Makkanagkombai 
(Ayyappa) 

Pvt 

20   Ramapuram Govt. 
21 Tiruppur Udumalpet Manupatty (Amman) Pvt 
22   Manupatty  

(Sri Amman) 
Pvt 

23 Vellore Vaniyambadi Thiriyalam  
(Ajay) 

Pvt 

24  Tiruvannamalai Puliyoor Govt. 
25 Tiruvannamalai Tiruvannamalai ChettiThangal 

(Yogalakshmi) 
 
Pvt 

26   Nadanur Govt. 
27 Pudukottai Trichy Alangudi Micro 
28   Pudukkottai Micro 
29 Namakkal Namakkal M.Kattipalayam 

(Thangam) 
Pvt 

30   Alanganatham 
(GangaKaveri) 

Pvt 

31 Dindigul Dindigul V.Kurumpapatty 
(Income) 

Pvt 

32   Dharmathupatti 
(OmSakhthi) 

Pvt 

33   NarikkalPatti  
(Annai) 

Pvt 

 
 

Sl. 
No. 

District 
Assistant 
Director 

Name of the Chawkie Rearing 
Centre 

34 Tirunelveli Tenkasi Kadayanallur 
(Kurichi) 

Pvt 

35   Adaikalapattinam Micro 
36   Kadayanallur  Micro 

 

 (d) Government Cocoon Markets: 

 There are 3 seed cocoon markets at Hosur, 

Denkanikottai and Coimbatore, where local and bivoltine seed 

cocoons are traded. Seed cocoons are used for production of 

commercial silkworm layings. In addition to these, 19 

commercial cocoon markets are functioning in the State for the 

transaction of reeling cocoons brought by farmers. Floor price 

for reeling cocoon is fixed by the committee consisting of 

market officer and other stakeholders based on the quality of 

cocoons. Private reelers and Government units are allowed to 

procure the cocoons in open auction.  

Government Cocoon Markets :�

�

Sl. 
No. 

District 
Assistant 
Director 

Name of the Cocoon 
Markets 

1 Krishnagiri Avalapalli Hosur Seed 
2  Hosur Hosur Reeling 

3  Denkanikottai Denkanikottai Seed 

4  Krishnagiri Krishnagiri Reeling 

5 
Dharmapuri Pennagaram Pennagaram, 

Palacodu 
Reeling 

6  Dharmapuri Dharmapuri Reeling 

7 Salem Salem Salem Reeling 

8 Coimbatore Coimbatore Coimbatore Seed 

9   Coimbatore Reeling 



 
 

COCOON MARKET 
 

 
 
 

SILK AUCTION 
 

 

 
 

 
Sl. 
No. 

District 
Assistant 
Director 

Name of the Cocoon 
Markets 

10 Erode Talavady Talavady Reeling 
11  Erode Erode Reeling 

12 Tiruppur Udumalpet Udumalpet Reeling 

13 Vellore Vaniyambadi Vaniyambadi Reeling 

14 Trichy Trichy Trichy Reeling 

15 Pudukkottai  Pudukkottai Reeling 

16 Dindigul Dindigul Dindigul Reeling 

17   
Palani @ 
C.K.Pudur 

Reeling 

18 Sivagangai  Sivagangai Reeling 

19 Theni Theni Theni Reeling 

20 Tirunelveli Tenkasi Nannagaram Reeling 

21 Virudhunagar  Srivilliputhur Reeling 

22 Kanyakumari  Nagercoil Reeling 
 

(e) Government Silk Reeling / Twisting Units: 

 To support the post cocoon activities, Department is 

running 5 silk reeling units and 3 silk twisting units.  

 

Government Silk Reeling & Twisting Units :�

Sl. 
No. 

District 
Assistant 
Director 

Name of the Unit 

1 Krishnagiri Hosur Hosur Reeling 

2   Hosur Twisting 

3 Salem Salem Salem Reeling 

4   Salem Twisting 

5 Erode Talavady Talavady Reeling 

6 Vellore Vaniyambadi Vaniyambadi Reeling 

7 Tirunelveli Tenkasi Nannagaram Reeling 

8   Nannagaram Twisting 



 
 

(f) Government Silk Farms: 

 There are 7 Hybrid Silk Farms, 6 Demonstration Cum 

Training Centres, 5 Model Mulberry Plantations, 10 Farmers 

Training Centres and 4 Chawkie Silk Farms functioning in the 

State. Mulberry saplings production, chawkie worms supply, 

farmers training activities are carried out in these farms. Also, 

there are five (5) P3 seed farms, eight (8) P2 seed farms and 

six (6) P1 seed farms producing seed cocoons.  

Government Silk Farms: 

Sl. 
No. 

District 
Assistant 
Director 

Name of the Farm 

1 Krishnagiri TNSTI, Hosur Hosur DCTC 

2  Krishnagiri Uthangarai GHSF 

3 Dharmapuri Dharmapuri Sitheri GHSF 

4   Sogathur FTC 

5 Salem Salem Nathakarai FTC 

6   Maniyarkundam GHSF 

7   Pudur GHSF 

8 Villuppuram  Vellimalai GHSF 

9 Erode Talavady Talavady FTC 

10   Geermalam GHSF 

11 Tiruppur Udumalpet Myvadi FTC 

12 Kanchipuram Vaniyambadi Vitchanthangal FTC 

13 Cuddalore Villupuram Neyveli FTC 

14 Vellore Vaniyambadi Minnur FTC 

15 Trichy Trichy Uppiliapuram DCTC 

16   Kalingampatty MMP 

17   Karukkamadai MMP 

18   Pachamalai GHSF 

19   Manikandam FTC 

20 Thanjavur  Nanjikottai FTC 

21 Dindigul Dindigul C.K.Pudur MMP 

22 Sivagangai  Kunrakudi MMP 

23   O.Pudur DCTC 

24 Ramnad Theni Pandiyur DCTC 

25 Tirunelveli Tenkasi Tirunelveli DCTC 

 
 

REELING CENTRE – MULTI-END 
 

 
 
 

SILK TWISTING 
 

 



 
 

 
Sl. 
No. 

District 
Assistant 
Director 

Name of the Farm 

26 Virudhunagar  Srivilliputhur FTC 

27   Sevalur MMP 

28 Kanyakumari  Nagercoil/Konam DCTC 

(g) Tamil Nadu Sericulture Training Institute, Hosur: 

 To impart refresher trainings to the field level 

functionaries in the department and to train new farmers and 

reelers, a sericulture training institute is functioning at Hosur, 

with all facilities. 

(h) Government Anna Silk Exchange, Kanchipuram: 

 A silk exchange is functioning at Kanchipuram from 

1991 to provide competitive marketing opportunities for raw 

silk produced by the reelers in the state. All the silk lots 

brought to this exchange for marketing, are tested for quality 

and based on the quality the floor price is fixed. The Tamil 

Nadu Silk Producers Cooperative Federation Limited 

(TANSILK), Master Weavers and Twisters participate in the 

open auction and purchase the raw silk. The silk exchange 

ensures spot payment through Electronic Clearing Service 

(ECS) to the reelers for the raw silk transacted at this centre 

from 2011 onwards. Anna Silk Exchange provides a platform 

for direct link between the raw silk producers and the 

consumers and reduces the role of middlemen to a large 

extent. 

 
 

(i) TANSILK, Kanchipuram: 

 “Tamil Nadu Silk Producers Co-operative Federation 

Limited” (TANSILK) is an apex body of silk co-operative 

societies, registered in the year 1978 with headquarters at 

Kanchipuram. This federation procures major quantity of raw 

silk from the Anna Silk Exchange, Kanchipuram. TANSILK has 

branches at Arni, Coimbatore, Erode, Kanchipuram, 

Kumbakonam and Salem. Silk Reelers, Silk Twisters & Silk 

Weavers’ Co-operative societies are members.  

  TANSILK supplies twisted silk at fair price to 

Silk Handloom Weavers Co-operative Societies, Tamil Nadu 

Khadi and Village Industries Board and the certified institutions 

like Sarvodaya Sanghs, where this twisted silk is woven into 

silk sarees, dhothies and other materials and sold through 

Handlooms Weavers Co-operative Society Ltd (Co-optex), 

Handloom Co-operative Societies’ showrooms and private 

outlets.  

3. Strategies adopted to strengthen pre-cocoon 

sector: 

(a) Conducting awareness programme at Technical Service 

Centres to motivate new farmers to take up sericulture. 

(b) Ensure supply of quality high yielding mulberry varieties 

to farmers. 

(c) Imparting training on mulberry cultivation and silkworm 

rearing. 



 
 

(d)  Assured supply of disease free silkworm eggs to 

farmers. 

(e) Providing technical and subsidy assistance to the 

sericulture farmers. 

(f) Providing market facilities to the farmers for transacting 

cocoons produced by them. 

(g) Providing crop and health insurance coverage for social 

security of sericulture farmers. 

4.     Strategies adopted to strengthen post cocoon sector: 

 In order to strengthen the post cocoon sector in Tamil 

Nadu, following multi-pronged strategy has been adopted. 

(a) Establishment of New Reeling units. 

(b) Strengthening the infrastructure of existing units. 

(c) Providing assistance for formation of new twisting units. 

(d) Assistance for loom upgradation. 

(e) Providing assistance and training for Computer Aided 

Textile Designing (CATD). 

(f) Provision of incentive to bivoltine silk produced in 

automatic and multi-end reeling units. 

(g) Training to reeling entrepreneurs and workers. 

(h) Revival of closed reeling units in Government,  

         Co-operative and private sectors. 

 
 

5. MULBERRY CULTIVATION IN TAMIL NADU 

 5,120 acres have been brought under mulberry during 

the year 2011-2012, against the target of 5,000 acres 

additionally. At present, sericulture has been practiced in 

36,482.15 acres as below : 

 

District wise mulberry area :  

 

Sl. 
No. 

District 
Mulberry area  

(in acres) 

1 Krishnagiri 7553.25  

2 Tiruppur 3827.70  

3 Erode 3741.30  

4 Dindigul 2804.10  

5 Dharmapuri 3412.75  

6 Vellore 1817.00  

7 Coimbatore 1381.50  

8 Namakkal 2470.00  

9 Theni 1530.15  

10 Salem 2032.05  

11 Tirunelveli 1094.20  

12 Trichy 838.85  

13 Thiruvannamalai 574.80  

14 Virudhunagar 397.75  

15 Madurai 409.00  

16 Pudukottai 545.00  

17 Villupuram 506.90  

18 Thanjavur 300.20  

19 Karur 264.50  

20 Ramnad 95.70  

21 Cuddalore 161.50  

22 Kanyakumari 73.50  



 
 

Sl. 
No. 

District 
Mulberry area  

(in acres) 

23 The Nilgiris 127.00  

24 Sivagangai 98.00  

25 Thiruvallur 48.75  

26 Ariyalur 52.00  

27 Perambalur 95.20  

28 Thoothukudi 88.25  

29 Nagapattinam 61.50  

30 Thiruvarur 44.50  

31 Kanchipuram 35.25  

 Total 36482.15  

 

  During the year 2012-2013, additionally 5,000 

acres will be brought under mulberry cultivation, by which total 

mulberry acreage will be increased to 41,482.15 acres. 

 

5.1. Bivoltine / Cross Breed Silk production:  

 

 The raw silk produced from the cross breed cocoon 

(yellow) has less length of silk, lower cocoon shell weight, high 

renditta, lower cocoon shell ratio and lower fibre quality. Due 

to this, it is not used in powerlooms. In order to overcome 

these limitations, the bivoltine hybrids have been evolved. The 

filament length of the cross breed cocoon (yellow) is 700 to 

800 metres, whereas, it is 1,000 to 1,200 metres in the case of 

bivoltine cocoons. Bivoltine silk can be used for powerloom 

unlike the yellow silk, since its tenacity and elongation are 

better than the yellow silk. The silk imported from China is 

 
 

bivoltine silk. Central Silk Board is giving thrust to encourage 

production of bivoltine silk, so as to reduce the dependency on 

Chinese silk. 

 

 During the year 2011-2012, total production of silk is 

1418 Metric Tons, of which  825.80 Metric Tons of cross breed 

silk and 592.20 Metric Tons of bivoltine silk has been 

produced in the State, i.e., 236 Metric tons of silk higher than 

the last year production. 

 

5.2 ACHIEVEMENTS:  

 (a) Productivity of cocoon per 100 silkworm layings 

 Tamil Nadu stands 1st in cocoon productivity. State 

average is 68.80 kg per 100 silkworm layings, whereas the 

National average is 55 kg. 
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(b) Chawkie (young) worms distribution 

 Tamil Nadu stands 1st in chawkie (Young) silkworms 

distribution. More than 25% of layings are distributed as 

chawkie worms which is the highest at National level. 
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(c) Cluster Promotion Programme 

 Tamil Nadu stands 1st in implementation of the Cluster 

Promotion Programme for promotion of bivoltine silk 

production at National level. 
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 (d) Bivoltine silk production 

 Tamil Nadu produces 592.20 Metric tons of Bivoltine 

silk and stands 1st in the country.  

Andra Pradesh, 170

Karnataka, 

311

Other States, 

382

Jammu & Kashmir, 

120

West Bengal, 

3

Tamilnadu, 

414 (2010-11) 

592 (2011-12)

 

5.3  FINANCIAL ALLOCATION: 

 

 During the year 2011-2012, Sericulture development 

schemes were sanctioned at a total cost of Rs.2462.36 Lakh 

as detailed below: 

Source of funds 
Amount  

(Rs. in Lakh) 

Central Silk Board’s share 1229.48 

State Government share 773.88 

Beneficiaries’ share 459.00 

Total 2462.36 



 
 

6. NEW SCHEMES FOR THE YEAR 2012 - 2013. 

  The proposed year 2012-2013 is the commencing 

year of the XII Five Year Plan. Based on the proposals 

formulated for XII Five Year Plan, the following schemes are 

programmed for implementation under Plan schemes for the 

benefit of sericulturists as follows: 

6.1 Central Silk Board (Ministry of Textiles, Government 
of India) assisted Catalytic Development Programme: 

  The scheme wise sharing details are given below: 

 I.  Mulberry Sector: 

Sl. 
No 

Name of the Scheme 
Unit 
Cost 
(Rs.) 

State 
Share 
(Rs.) 

CSB 
Share 
(Rs.) 

Beneficiary 
Share 
(Rs.) 

A Cocoon sector     

9000 2250 4500 2250 1 Support for Mulberry 
Plantation Development  per Acre 25% 50% 25% 

800 200 400 200 2 Mulberry Tree plantation 

for 100 trees 
per farmer 

25% 50% 25% 

20000 10000 10000 - 3 Assistance for Irrigation and 
Other water conservation & 
usage techniques  

per Acre 50% 50% - 

4 Assistance for construction 
of separate rearing houses  

    

200000 50000 50000 100000    Level – I  

per farmer 25% 25% 50% 

150000 37500 37500 75000    Level – II  

per farmer 25% 25% 50% 

75000 18750 18750 37500    Level – III  

per farmer 25% 25% 50% 

50000 12500 25000 12500 

for 1.00 acre 25% 50% 25% 

25000 6250 12500 6250 

5 Assistance for procurement 
of Rearing appliances / 
Farm equipments for 
Bivoltine sericulturists for 0.50 acre 25% 50% 25% 

150000 37500 75000 37500 6 Door to door service agents 
for disinfection & inputs 
supply and assistance for 
Seri -Poly Clinic 

per unit 25% 50% 25% 

 
 

Sl. 
No 

Name of the Scheme 
Unit 
Cost 
(Rs.) 

State 
Share 
(Rs.) 

CSB 
Share 
(Rs.) 

Beneficiary 
Share 
(Rs.) 

178000 89000 89000 - 7 Setting up of production 
units for Biological inputs 
(inoculants, biological 
control agents etc.) 

per unit 50% 50%  

500000 125000 125000 250000 8 Support for maintenance of 
Chawkie garden / Rearing 
house / Rearing appliances 
 

per unit 25% 25% 50% 

3000 750 750 1500 9 Supply of quality 
Disinfecting Materials and 
other crop protection 
measures for seed & 
bivoltine Hybrid rearers 

per farmer 25% 25% 50% 

363 90.75 181.50 90.75 10 Insurance coverage for 
silkworm crop, silkworm 
rearing shed and personal 
accident coverage 
 

per 100 
Layings 

25% 50% 25% 

B Post cocoon sector 
  (i) Reeling & Twisting 

Support for establishment of 
certified multi-end reeling 
machines         

1000000 250000 500000 250000 a) 10 Basins 

per unit 25% 50% 25% 

1700000 425000 850000 425000 b) 20 Basins 

per unit 25% 50% 25% 

200000 50000 100000 50000 

11 

c) 2 Basins 

per unit 25% 50% 25% 

Support for establishment of 
Improved Cottage basin 
Reeling unit  250000 62500 125000 62500 

12 

  per unit 25% 50% 25% 

175000 
per 100 Kg 

capacity  
unit 

43750 
25% 

87500 
50% 

43750 
25% 

13 Support for Hot Air Driers- 
Electrical / Multi-fuel / 
Ushnakotis for Reeling Units 

96000 
per 50 Kg 

capacity unit 

24000 
25% 

48000 
50% 

24000 
25% 

Incentive for production of 
Bivoltine Silk          

100 50 50 - For 2A Grade and below 

per Kg 50% 50% - 

150 50 100 - 

14 

For above 2 A Grade 

per Kg 33% 67% - 
  (ii) Weaving 



 
 

Sl. 
No 

Name of the Scheme 
Unit 
Cost 
(Rs.) 

State 
Share 
(Rs.) 

CSB 
Share 
(Rs.) 

Beneficiary 
Share 
(Rs.) 

 (ii) Silk Weaving     

500000 125000 250000 125000 15 Computer Aided Textile 
Designing (CATD) per unit 25% 50% 25% 

C Support Service sector 

782 195.50 586.50 - 16 Health Insurance scheme to 
Women workers 
 per worker 25% 75% - 

17 Beneficiary Empowerment 
Programme. 

    

5000 - 5000 -   a) For farmers (conducted 
at TNSTI, Hosur & Seri 
related exposure visit) per farmer 

 
- 
 

100% 
 

- 
 

5000 - 5000 -   b) For new line of Weavers 
& Designers 

per Weaver / 
Designer 

 
- 

100% 
 

- 
 

5000 - 5000 -   c) Training to Silk Reelers 

per reeler 
- 100% - 

 

 II.  Non-Mulberry Sector (VANYA - ERI) 

 During the year 2012-2013, it is also programmed to 

rear ‘Eri’ silkworms (feed on Tapioca / Castor leaves) in Salem 

and Namakkal districts, for which assistance will be provided 

as follows: 

S. 
No 

 
Name of the Scheme 

Unit 
Cost 
(Rs.) 

State 
Share 
(Rs.) 

CSB 
Share 
(Rs.) 

Beneficiary 
Share 
(Rs.) 

5000 1000 3000 1000 
1 Support for Castor/ Tapioca 

cultivators with Start-up tools 

for 0.50 
Acre 

(20%) (60%) (20%) 

50000 10000 30000 10000 
2 Construction of Eri-Silkworm 

Rearing houses 

per 
farmer 

(20%) (60%) (20%) 

 
 

6.2 Western Ghats Development Programme: 

 Sericulture is taken up in Coimbatore, Dindigul, Theni 

Virudhunagar, Thirunelveli & Kanyakumari districts under 

Western Ghats Development Programme. During the year 

2012-2013, it is proposed to upgrade and strengthen the 

existing Government units, which are functioning as pilot 

centres in the above Western Ghats belt districts, with an 

outlay of Rs.36.60 Lakhs. 

6.3. Hill Area Development Programme: 

 Sericulture is taken up in the Nilgiris district under Hill 

Area Development Programme. During the year 2012-2013, it 

is proposed to support the farmers to take up sericulture and 

to upgrade and strengthen the existing Government units, 

which are functioning as pilot centres in the Nilgiris district, 

with an outlay of Rs.16.70 Lakhs. 

6.4  Part-II Schemes (Non-Plan): 

 During the year 2012-2013, it is proposed to replace 

three (3) worn-out vehicles with new vehicles, at a cost of 

Rs.18.00 Lakhs, under Part-II schemes (Non-Plan). 



 
 

7. BUDGET PROVISION FOR THE YEAR 2012-2013 

 Following allocations of funds are made to the 

Department of Sericulture in Budget Estimate 2012-2013 for 

Plan and Non-Plan schemes:-  

Sl. 
No 

Name of the Scheme 

Outlay 
 for 

 2012-2013 

(Rs. in lakh) 

I. PLAN SCHEMES:  

1) Development Programmes 
under Sericulture Development 
and Price Stabilization Fund 
(SD&PSF). 

100.00  

2) Sericulture Development  
and Price Stabilization Fund 
(Inter-account transfer) 

177.42  

 

a) 

 277.42 277.42 

b) New Schemes  700.00 

c) Western Ghats Development Programme 36.60 

d) Hill Area Development Programme 16.70 

 PLAN SCHEMES Total 1030.72 

II. NON – PLAN SCHEMES: 0 
  Maintenance of Government units,  

 Salary, Wages, etc., 
5237.85 

 Grand Total (PLAN + Non-PLAN) 6268.57 

 

 
 

THE TAMILNADU HANDICRAFTS DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 

LTD “���������	���������	���������	���������	 

1. PREAMBLE 

"The Tamil Nadu Handicrafts Development Corporation 

Limited" was formed as a Government owned Public Limited 

Company and incorporated under the Companies Act, 1956 on 

26.07.1973. The Corporation commenced its business from 

01.08.1973. The Handicrafts Sales Emporia/Depots and the 

Training-cum-Production Centres of various crafts which 

functioned under the control of the Industries and Commerce 

Department and Tamil Nadu State Co-operative Marketing 

Society Limited were transferred to the Corporation immediately 

after its formation. The Corporation runs its business under the 

trade name "Poompuhar’’. 

2. Main Objectives 

The main objectives of the Corporation are as follows: 

(i) To undertake the marketing of handicrafts 
produced by the artisans of Tamil Nadu; 

 

(ii) To impart training to artisans for upgrading 
their skills; 



 
 

(iii) To improve the productivity and the quality 
of handicrafts produced; 

(iv) To minimize drudgery in the production 
process; 

(v) To minimize / eliminate occupational 
hazards; 

(vi) To encourage innovation in designs; 

(vii) To provide socio-economic security for 
craftsmen 

To implement the above objectives, the 

Corporation is engaged in activities like marketing, 

production, execution of special temple projects 

and training of artisans, etc. 

3.  Commercial Activities 

3.1 Sales 

The Corporation provides marketing assistance to 

craftsmen by selling their products through the 14 

showrooms (11 within Tamilnadu and 3 in other States at 

Bengaluru, Kolkata and New Delhi).  It also conducts 

handicrafts exhibitions in various parts of the country 

throughout the year.  Select exhibitions are also held 

every year outside the country. 

 

 
 

3.2 Sales Turnover 

At the time of the formation of the Corporation, the 

annual turnover of the Corporation was Rs.50.00 lakhs 

only.  The Corporation has grown continuously in the 

past thirty nine years. It achieved a record turnover of 

Rs.2,750.00 lakhs during the year 2011-2012 by an 

increase of nearly Rs.200.00 lakhs over the previous 

year.  During the year 2012-2013, the Corporation has 

planned to achieve a sales target of Rs.3,050.00 lakhs.  

3.3 Sales During The Last Five Years 

The sales turnover of the Corporation during the 

last five years are as follows:- 

         (Rupees in lakhs) 
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3.4 Exhibitions 

In order to find additional marketing avenues for 

the artisans, Poompuhar conducts sales exhibitions 

throughout the year in various parts of the country and 

abroad.  The number of exhibitions conducted during 

2011-2012 was increased dramatically to 180 exhibitions 

as compared to 136 exhibitions during 2010-2011.  

3.5 Foreign Exhibitions 

The Corporation has organized a “Thematic 

Exhibition cum Sale of Handicrafts” at Singapore from 

8.03.2012 to 18.03.2012. This exhibition received a good 

response from the Indian diaspora at Singapore.  

Handicrafts articles worth of Rs.34.20 lakhs were sold in 

this exhibition. This is a record sale in the exhibitions 

organized abroad.   

Further, the Corporation has participated in two 

International Fairs at New York (USA) during August 

2011 and another International Fair held at Milan (Italy) 

during December 2011.  It has been proposed to 

participate in two such International Handicrafts 

exhibitions abroad during this financial year also.  This is 

 
 

aimed at showcasing the crafts of Tamilnadu at the 

global level.   

3.6  Exports 

The Corporation is exporting traditional handicraft 

items to Singapore, Malaysia, United Kingdom and 

United States of America etc. Bronze Icons, Brass 

Ornamental Lamps, Rosewood Furniture and 

Thanjavur Paintings are some of the important 

handicraft items exported. 

3.7 Name And Address Of The Showrooms 

Sl. 
No 

Name of the Showroom 

1. 
Poompuhar sales showroom 
108, Anna Salai, 
Chennai – 600 002. 

2. 

Poompuhar sales showroom,  
Shore Temple Road 
Mamallapuram – 603 104 
(Branch showroom of Chennai) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 

THANJAVUR PAINTING 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

3. 
Poompuhar sales showroom,  
Railway Station Road, 
Thanjavur – 613 001 

4. 

Poompuhar sales showroom,  
West Bouleward Road, 
Singarathope, 
Trichy – 620 008. 

5. 
Poompuhar sales showroom 
No.124, TSR Big Street 
Kumbakonam – 612 001 

6. 
Poompuhar sales showroom, 
Tiruvalansuzhi Main Road, 
Swamimalai-612 302. 

7. 
Poompuhar sales showroom,  
No. 1239, Big Bazaar Street, 
Coimbatore – 641 001. 

8. 
Poompuhar sales showroom,  
No.1154, Mettur Road, 
Erode – 638 011. 

9. 

Poompuhar sales showroom,  

Anna Pattu Maligai 
(Khadi Kraft Building) 
(Near) Valluvar Statue, 
Salem - 638 001 

10. 

Poompuhar sales showroom,  
Mangammal Chatram Buildings, 
Opp. Railway Junction, 
12,West Veli Street,  
Madurai – 625 001. 

11. 
Poompuhar sales showroom,  
Kalaimagal Illam,Sannathi Street, 
Kanyakumari – 629 702. 

12. 

Poompuhar sales showroom,  
C-1, State Emporia complex, 
Baba Kharak Singh Marg, 

Irwin Road,  



 
 

New Delhi 110 001. 

13. 
Poompuhar sales showroom,  
No.104/105 Brigade Road, 
Bengaluru – 560 001. 

14. 

Poompuhar sales showroom,  
Shop No.21 & 22 First Floor, 
C.I.T. Shopping Complex, 
2, Gariahat Road,  
Kolkata – 700 068. 

3.8 Renovation Of Showrooms 

 The Corporation renovates its showrooms 

periodically to attract more customers.  During the 

year 2012-2013, the showroom at Kolkata is to be 

renovated at a cost of Rs.15.00 lakhs. 

4. Financial Performance 

The Corporation earned a net profit of Rs.64.00 

lakhs (unaudited) during the year 2011-2012 

against a net profit of Rs.37.37 lakhs earned 

during the previous year.  The Corporation has 

planned to earn a net profit of Rs.128.25 lakhs 

during the year 2012-2013. 

 
 

5.  Production  

Among the all State Handicrafts Development 

Corporations in India, the Tamilnadu Handicrafts 

Development Corporation is the only Corporation having 

own Production Centres.                           

5.1 Details Of Production Centres 

The name of the production centre, details of 

articles produced by the Corporation in Tamilnadu 

and the location are as follows:- 

S. 
No 

Name of the 
Centre 

Articles 
produced 

Situated at 

1. Brass and 
Bell Metal 
Production 
Centre 

Brass Lamps and 
Bell Metal 
Artifacts 

*  Nachiarkoil 

                612 602, 
   Thanjavur District 

*  Industrial Estate, 

K.Pudur, 

Madurai-625 007  

*  Vagaikulam –  

                627 413 
   Mannarkoil Post 
   Tirunelveli District. 

2. Art Metal 
Production 
Centre 

Bronze Icons *  Tiruvalansuzhi Main 

    Road,  
Swamimalai-612 302. 
   Thanjavur District. 

3. Art Plate 
Production 
Centre 

Thanjavur  Art 
Plates, Art Plate 
Shields,  Art 
Kudams, etc. 

*  Railway Station  

    Road 
Thanjavur – 613 001. 

4. Sandal wood 
Carving 
Production 

Sandalwood 
figures, boxes, 
etc. 

*  54-55, SIDCO Ind. 
Estate 

Kacharapalayam 



 
 

Centre Road 

Kallakurichi –  

   606 202. 
Villupuram District 

5. Stone 
Carving 
Production 
Centre 

Stone Statues  *  Shore Temple Road 
   Mamallapuram-  

     603 104. 
   Kanchipuram  

   District 

5.2 Production During The Last Five Years 

      The production performance during the last five years 

are as follows:- 

(Rupees in lakhs) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

     From the inception of the Corporation, during the year 

2011-2012 the production has reached to the bench mark 

level of Rs.458.00 lakhs. The brass iron boxes required by the 
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supplied through the Metal Production Units of the 

Corporation. During the year 2011-2012, 2293 brass iron 

boxes were supplied to the Most Backward Classes Welfare 

Department at a cost of Rs.85.00 lakhs.   

During the year 2011-2012, the Corporation has 

enhanced the wages by 100% to its artisans.  By this 

enhancement, the wages of artisans have increased from the 

range of Rs.3000 – Rs.5000 per month to Rs.15000 – 

Rs.20000 per month. 

At present, the wages of artisans working in the private 

sector have also increased because of the increase in wages 

to the Poompuhar artisans. 

The Corporation has planned to achieve a production 

target of Rs.550.00 lakhs during the year 2012-2013. 

6.   Special Projects 

      In addition to its production activities, the Corporation has 

carved a niche for itself in the field of executing special temple 

projects.  The Corporation specialises in manufacturing 

Golden Chariot / Silver Chariot / Temple Car/ Vahanam, 

KodiMaram, Temple Bells etc. The Tamil Nadu Handicrafts 

Development Corporation Limited is the only Handicrafts 



 
 

Corporation in the country to have such special technical 

skills. 

The Corporation is also executing the works of the 

Government Departments as follows:- 

� Manufacture and supply of small lamps to the 

Palani and Thiruthani Temples for distribution to 

the pilgrims who participate in the pulling of the 

golden chariot.  

� Manufacture and supply of 4 gram gold medals, to 

all Government Departments, for distribution to 

drivers who have completed 20 years accident 

free service.  

� Manufacture and supply of gold medals for Film 

Awards/Chinnathirai Awards/ Kalaimamani 

Awards.   

� Manufacture and supply of shields required by the 

Labour Department. 

� Manufacture and supply of required silver shields 

to the Office of the Inspector of Factories. 

� Manufacture and supply of required shields to the 

Department of Elementary Education. 

 
 

� Manufacture and supply of shields to Bharath 

Sanchar Nigam Ltd., State Bank of India and other 

public sector undertakings. 

� Manufacture and supply of gold medals to 

Directorate of Information and Public Relations for 

Thiru.vi.ka Award, Anna Award etc. 

During the year 2011-2012, the Corporation has 

executed special orders to the value of Rs.121.00 lakhs. 

The Corporation has planned to execute special projects 

worth Rs.175.00 lakhs during the year 2012-2013.  

The Corporation has also taken steps to produce 

and supply small brass lamps to 108 important temples in 

the State duly embossed with the figures of the deity 

concerned for sale to devotees and tourists. 

7. Important Ongoing Schemes  

 

7.1 Setting Up Of Urban Haat At Mamallapuram   

The Corporation is in the process of setting up of an 

Urban Haat at Mamallapuram with a financial outlay of                    

Rs. 200.00 lakhs.  The details of funding by State and 

Central Government are as follows:- 

                                                      



 
 

            (Rupees in Lakhs) 

State Government -    60.00  

Government of India   

Development Commissioner 
(Handicrafts)  

-   70.00  

Development Commissioner 
(Handlooms)  

-   70.00  

Total - 200.00  

Since the Government of India have enhanced the 

cost estimate for this project from Rs.200.00 lakhs to 

Rs.300.00 lakhs, revised proposals were sent to 

Government of India and orders are awaited.  In the 

meantime, the Public Works Department is finalizing the 

designs for the project. 
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